
SUPPORTING LEARNERS TO 
ACHIEVE THEIR AMBITIONS

INCLUSIVE LEARNING
COURSE GUIDE 2021
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and 
Additional Learning Support at Newham College



3

CONTENTS

4 Welcome from the Director of Inclusive Learning

6 About Us 

8 Reasons to choose Newham College

10 Our Employers

12 Our Facilities

16 Course Listing

20 Additional Learning Support (ALS) - Mainstream

22 Financial Support

23 Application Process

24 How to Apply

32



WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTOR 
OF INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

JAN PRENDERGAST
Director of Inclusive Learning

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision at Newham College. I am 
honoured to be leading a vibrant and inclusive College with such 
a fantastic specialist educational curriculum for our students with 
additional needs. 

At Newham College, we encourage all our students to develop 
their talents and to aspire to be the best that they can be. Our SEND 
provision continues to celebrate excellent results, both academically 
and in soft skill development, which is a testament to the dedication 
and hard work of the staff, students and parents of the College.
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We are a welcoming and caring community where our core values of 
limitless potential, mutual respect and genuine integrity are integral 
to everything we do. These values are central to our ethos, day to 
day curriculum, extra-curricular activities and pastoral structures. 
Here at Newham College, we not only focus on achieving academic 
excellence, but we also work with students on supporting them to be 
the best active citizens they can be. 

We have high expectations for all those involved in the education 
of students with additional needs. It is important that all students 
leaving the SEND provision have the qualifications they need in 
order to follow the path they have chosen; that students do not limit 
themselves and that staff and parents support them in raising their 
expectations and aspirations.

Our College is a vibrant and friendly community; our students are 
happy and caring; our staff are experts in their field. Together we  
work to make the College a place where we can all excel.



Newham College supports learners with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) so they achieve their aspirations for independence. Our 
SEND department is a specialised department that uses a person-centred 
approach to create an individualised programme of study that’s catered for 
the student’s needs and helps them to achieve their goals. 

We also adapt the curriculum and lessons taught based on the needs 
of students and their learning style.

Our tailor-made support programme helps learners onto higher education, 
further training or employment, independent living, and inclusive participation 
within the community.

OUR STUDY PROGRAMME AIMS TO:

Promote confidence  
and social inclusion.

Develop interpersonal 
and independent  
living skills.

Provide vocational 
qualifications for  
students to progress  
into employment or  
higher qualifications.

Promote a healthy  
adult lifestyle.
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Getting job ready and 
securing paid or voluntary 
employment.

ABOUT
US
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LEVEL 3  MOTOR
MECHANICS STUDENT

I did well in my GCSE English 
mocks and aim to pass this 
subject at the end of the 
academic year. I am developing 
my independence skills and 
enjoy working with other students 
in the group. I consider the 
support at Newham College 
to be excellent.



A carefully designed curriculum that 
offers multiple progression routes  
for learners to choose from.1
80% of our students go onto further education.2
96% of our SEND learners achieved their programme 
and fulfilled their goals and aspirations.3

We design and create a curriculum based on 
individual needs and a tailor-made support 
SEND programme.4
We offer a wide range of enrichment activities 
as part of our SEND programme including: sports, 
dance, gym, charity events, talent shows, art
shows, sports days, student life, employability 
workshops and awareness campaigns.5
We are one of the largest providers of 
supported internships in the country.  
52% of learners have gone into employment.6
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REASONS TO CHOOSE
NEWHAM COLLEGE
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I work at Morrisons one day a week. I love working 
with my work friends. It has given me more confidence, 
I was very shy at first. I help customers with their 
queries and help them find what they need in the 
supermarket. I help keep the shop clean and the 
shelves stacked. I hope to one day find a full-time
 job so I can be more independent.

LEONARDO CASTELBRANCO
STEPS Student



Some of the employers we work with include:

• John Lewis

• Waitrose

• London Borough of Newham

• ASDA

• Greater Anglia

• Newham General Hospital (Barts Health NHS Trust) 

• Shoezone

• British Heart Foundation

• Morrisons

• Trinity Centre

•	 SEND	Coffee
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Our programmes of study are designed to support ambitions and to 
help students achieve their goals. We work with a number of high profile 
employers to deliver a programme of supported internships and are 
proud to be one of the largest providers in the country. 

We also offer support for parents and carers to prepare students for 
employment through internships and employer engagement. Regular 
meetings are held throughout the year to discuss progress, queries and future 
steps. We also provide information on what is available in the borough and 
bring together other services to support students and their parents holistically. 

OUR
EMPLOYERS

RHAJON GREENWAY
STEPS Student 

I have been working one day a week on work 
placement at Shoezone. At first I was very shy and 
found the work daunting. Now I am working as a team 
with my work colleagues who have really helped 
me gain confidence. I have learnt about customer 
service and to be polite and helpful. I also now know 
the importance of time keeping. I am now a more 
independent young person.



Newham College has two large and spacious campuses located in East 
London within some of the most vibrant and creative areas of the city – 
Stratford and East Ham. All our SEND classes are taught at East Ham 
Campus with access to shared facilities that help learners integrate  
into mainstream College life. These facilities include a gym, coffee shop, 
hairdressing, beauty & nail salon, canteen, Samsung Digital Academy, 
student common room with pool tables, TV screens and more.
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OUR
FACILITIES

We have a dedicated kitchen and apartment at our 
East Ham campus to practice independent living skills. 
This includes everyday household activities such as 
cooking, cleaning, making the bed and doing laundry. 

INDEPENDENT LIVING

To help develop employability skills and as part of 
horticulture and enterprise, learners have access to the 
College’s very own allotment where they can grow and 
harvest fruit, vegetables and flowers.

HORTICULTURE ENVIRONMENTS

The Shop E6 in our East Ham campus is a great 
opportunity for practicing employability skills such 
as customer service and money handling that are 
taught in class. Learners are offered the opportunity 
to get work experience within the shop, which sells 
everything from stationery to homemade produce to 
our staff and students.

SHOP E6

We also have an onsite dance studio where students 
can enjoy dance and drama classes to help express 
themselves, stay healthy and participate in a range 
of events, including talent shows and end of year 
performances. We also run a range of arts and crafts 
as part of our enterprise projects and exhibitions. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
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There are several progression routes to choose from at Newham College, 
all of which are aimed at helping students to achieve their goals and 
ambitions. Every student journey will vary depending on the progress they 
make and this is reviewed on a yearly basis.

Our curriculum is based around four key areas followed by two work 
placement options that lead to multiple progression routes. We also offer 
adult courses as part of our social care package.

OUR
COURSES
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STEPS STUDENT

The College has built my confidence and I can do things 
for myself now, I now take on more responsibilities. I enjoy
my work experience – it has given me encouragement that 
I will get a job in the future.

If you would like more

 information about our courses 

or need help with applying or 

to simply find out what level 

you are at, please contact: 

externalenquiries@newham.ac.uk 

or by calling 020 8257 4446

OUR
FACILITIES

The autism centre at East Ham is a specialist provision 
for those with complex autism needs and challenging 
behaviours. All staff are trained and experienced in 
dealing with learners with complex needs and each 
learner receives a high level of support, which is usually 
1-1. The autism centre has its own kitchen and eating 
area, art and music room, large classrooms, and a 
well-equipped sensory room to provide a safe and fun 
learning environment. 

AUTISM CENTRE 

Our autism area has a large sensory room containing 
several comfortable chairs and beanbags. It has a 
range of sensory equipment including low lighting 
and projected visuals. It contains a button operated 
bubble lamp and a sound and light box so learners 
can choose sounds and lighting displays. This allows 
learners to engage in cause and effect activities, 
create an environment comfortable for them or to just 
relax as they wish.

SENSORY ROOM 
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At My Pace – P SCALE/ MILESTONES (PRE-KEY STAGE)

COURSE

• 3 days a week

• This programme includes basic 
independent living skills. These 
practical sessions take place 
in our dedicated kitchen and 
apartment at our East Ham 
campus. Learners will also be 
learning English, maths and 
employability skills whilst on  
this course.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• Pre-Entry/Entry Level 

Exploring Life Skills 

• Social care package: for those 
who need further assistance 
in developing independent 
living skills when they are not 
in College. This is organised by 
the local authority and social 

services.

Exploring Life Skills – PRE-ENTRY and ENTRY LEVEL 1

COURSE

• 3 days a week

• In addition to English, maths and 
employability skills, students 
can opt to learn about home 
economics, accessing the 
community, healthy living, 
expressing self (arts, drama, 
dance & digital creative arts) 
or horticulture and enterprise. 
As part of horticulture and 
enterprise learners have  
access to our allotment.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• Social care package

• Entry Level 1/Entry Level 2: 
Endeavour

• STEPS (Stepping to Employment 
Pathways)

• Supported internships 

Endeavour – ENTRY LEVEL 1 and ENTRY LEVEL 2

COURSE

• 3 days a week

• On the Endeavour programme, 
learners will obtain a Gateway  
Qualification in Skills for 
Independent Living. This 
qualification gives learners  
the skills needed to progress  
to employment, independent  
living, further learning, or a 
combination of all of these. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• STEPS (Stepping to 
Employment Pathways)

• Newham College vocational 
courses 

Pathways to Vocational Studies – ENTRY LEVEL 2 and ENTRY LEVEL 3

COURSE

• 3 days a week

• Learners on this course will be 

working towards a BTEC Entry 

Level in Vocational Studies.  

Learners will also be learning 

English, maths and employability 

skills whilst on this course.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• STEPS (Stepping to 
Employment Pathways)

• Newham College vocational 
courses  

COURSES LISTING
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STEPS (Stepping to Employment Pathways) – ENTRY LEVEL 2 to LEVEL 1

WORK PLACEMENT OPTIONS

• The STEPS programme enables 
learners to gain employability 
skills through a 1-day-a week 
placement with an employer 
each week.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• Supported internships

• Mainstream courses

• Newham College vocational 
courses

Supported Internship – ENTRY LEVEL 2 to LEVEL 2

WORK PLACEMENT OPTIONS

• The supported internship 
programme enables learners  
to gain employability skills 
through 5-day-a week work 
placements with employers 
such as London Borough of 
Newham, SEND Coffee, ASDA, 
Barts Health NHS Trust (Project 
SEARCH) and others. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• Employment

• Newham Workplace

COURSES LISTING Adult Leisure Courses (Aged 19+)

COURSE

• One day a week 

• Learners can choose from:  
Out and About, Focus on Food, 
Independent Living, Teamwork, 
Hobbies and Crafts, and  
Get Healthy. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES

• Social care package

• Adult services 
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For more information 
please contact: 

learningsupport@newham.ac.uk 

0705 8514 377 (text only –  
deaf and hard of hearing) 

020 8257 4152

We have learning support assistants to help provide in-class support for 
learners. We also offer out-of-class support with specialist tutors who 
can help learners with assessments, one to one tutorials, examination 
preparation and adjustments. They also help adapt materials to suit student 
needs, deliver workshops, provide support plans and regular reviews, along 
with practical advice and training to staff. Further support is provided via the 
provision of specialist equipment, resources and software.

ACCESS TO PSYCHOLOGY STUDENT

Dyslexia support helped me to plan and organise 
my work. This has also had an impact on my time 
management both for my studies and personal life. 
I feel less anxious now.
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Newham College is here to support all our learners including those who 
are	managing	a	disability	and/or	learning	difficulty.	

We have an established ALS provision and specialist staff who are there to 
work with learners so they can achieve their full potential. Our ALS provision 
offers support to learners who have physical difficulties, sensory (deaf, hard 
of hearing, blind and visually impaired), dyslexia, learning difficulties and 
learning disabilities. We also help our SEND learners through disability 
support, mental health and wellbeing support and assistance with English 
and maths.

ADDITIONAL LEARNING  
SUPPORT (ALS) – MAINSTREAM

ALS SUPPORT WORKER

The support provided helped me not only academically 
but also mentally. This is because I have gained lots 
of confidence. Support and teaching staff encouraged 
me to do well and succeed. Due to my excellent 
experience at Newham College I now work within the 
additional learning support team as a support worker.
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FINANCIAL
SUPPORT
Learners can apply for bursary support. Bursaries are awarded to 
individuals so they can study at university or college and all payment 
amounts are assessed on an individual basis.

Newham College SEND courses are funded through the Education and 
Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). Applications for extra funding can be made to 
your local authority. SEND learners may also be entitled to funding through 
social services.

To	find	out	what	the	entitlement	is,	you	will	need	to	contact
	your	local	authority.	For	all	disability	related	benefits,	visit:
www.gov.uk/browse/benefits/disability
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At Newham College, we care about every one of our SEND learners. We 
ensure that initial assessments are done by professionals as part of the 
interview before enrolment. The main assessment is then carried out within 
the first six weeks of the new academic year to see what their needs are 
and how these impact their everyday life. 

Our learners come to us through the local authority, schools or external 
enquires. Our Transition Officer carries out school visits to assess 
prospective learners' needs. We accommodate a wide range of learners 
and when our learners come to us, our Transition Officers spend time 
getting to know them, ensuring they are placed on the right course. 

We aim to make studying at Newham College easy and smooth for every 
SEND learner. Our new learners are invited to enrol the week before their 
course starts and SEND staff provide assistance with enrolment.

APPLICATION
PROCESS

If you would like more

 information about our courses 

or need help with applying or 

to simply find out what level 

you are at, please contact: 

externalenquiries@newham.ac.uk 

or by calling 020 8257 4446



STEP 3

STEP 2
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Do your research: 

• Outline what you want to achieve in the 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

• Speak to our careers advisers about our  
courses and how you can benefit from  
attending Newham College.

• Speak to a member of the SEND department.

Meet	our	Transition	Officer	to	take	a	tour	of	the	
College and get help deciding the right course 
after a short assessment and interview.
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HOW TO
APPLY

STEP 1

Find out more about Newham College through 
open	days,	taster	sessions,	school	visits	or	
school’s annual review.

STEP 6

STEP 5

Accept	the	offer	by	getting	in	touch	with	 
the	Transition	Officer.

Become a Newham College student

• The first two weeks are induction weeks where 
you get to know the teaching staff, other students 
and the facilities.

• You will receive important information, 
understand expectations and plan your  
learning journey.

• The first six weeks are our assessment weeks 
where we assess different aspects of your 
progress to ensure you are on the correct course. 

STEP 4

Attend the Welcome day and Enrolment  
(Late August/Early September)

• Meet the team 

• Get enrolled

• Ask queries

• Gather important information



Does the college arrange transport?

Newham College does not arrange transport. Any queries related to 
transport will need to be submitted to the local authority. You can find out 
more by calling: 0203 373 1630 or email: travelassistance@newham.gov.uk 

What	is	the	Local	Offer?

The Local Offer is a website highlighting all the education, health and social 
care services that a borough has for learners with SEND. For Newham 
residents this can be accessed on: families.newham.gov.uk. This site 
contains the information needed on how to access support and what is 
available for people with special educational needs and disabilities. 

What is CAMHS?

CAMHS refers to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services team. 
These include occupational therapists, psychologists and speech and 
language therapists. These professionals help to determine if a young 
person is entitled to an Education, Health and Care Plan, diagnosing 
disabilities and determining how they can be supported.
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Education,	Health	and	Care	Plan	(EHCP)

An Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) is a document issued by the Local 
Authority which outlines educational, health and social care needs and 
helps to bring these services together to give a holistic support to the 
learner. Parents and schools need to apply for this prior to enrolling on a 
SEND programme. It takes the borough twenty two weeks to assess the 
young person and issue a plan. This is important as all our SEND courses 
are based on aspirations and targets set out on the EHCP. 

What is a consultation?

A consultation takes place when a learner says that they want to come to 
Newham College. The Local Authority asks the College if they can meet the 
learner’s needs. The EHCP Coordinator sends all documentation to the 
College which will make a decision within fifteen working days. If accepted 
by the College, potential students and their parents/carers are invited to 
attend an interview with our Transition Officer who will also give them a 
College tour and carry out pre-enrolment assessment. Once completed, 
students are then enrolled onto the relevant SEND programme.

What is an annual review?

An annual review is a meeting, generally held at the college, where the 
learner, guardians and professionals meet to discuss the learner’s progress 
and the progression. The document drafted is used to review the learner’s 
EHCP. Early annual reviews (before December) are done for students who 
will not progress within the College. Late annual reviews are done from 
February onwards to discuss the potential progression within the College 
for the following year.

FURTHER SUPPORT INFORMATION
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The information in this course guide was accurate at the time of printing. Newham 

College reserves the right to amend, withdraw or cancel any part of the programmes, 

locations, facilities and costs at any time. Thank you to all the students who allowed 

us to use their photographs and quotes.

EAST HAM CAMPUS
High Street South
London
E6 6ER

STRATFORD CAMPUS
Welfare Road 
London 
E15 4HT

020 8257 4446 
newham.ac.uk

@NewhamCollege


